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Book III. Christian Behaviour
1. The Three Parts of Morality  
2. The "Cardinal Virtues"
3. Social Morality 
4. Morality and Psychoanalysis 
5. Sexual Morality
6. Christian Marriage 
7. Forgiveness
8. The Great Sin 
9. Charity
10. Hope 
11. Faith 
12. Faith



Seven virtues
In Christian tradition, a group of seven attributes is 
sometimes listed by adding the four cardinal virtues 
(prudence, temperance, fortitude, justice) and three 
theological virtues (faith, hope, charity). Together, they 
compose what is known as the seven virtues.

Prudence / cautiousness; temperance / self-restraint; 
fortitude / courage; justice; faith; hope; charity / help. 



1. Charity means “Love, in the Christian sense.”
“‘Charity’ now means simply what used to be called ‘alms’ – 
that is, giving to the poor. Originally it had a much wider 
meaning… Charity means “Love, in the Christian sense.” But 
love, in the Christian sense, does not mean an emotion. It 
is a state not of the feelings but of the will; that state 
of the will which we have naturally about ourselves, and 
must learn to have about other people”



helping to support them out of their own means
Luke 8:1-3

1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village 
to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. 
The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) 
from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of 
Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many 
others. These women were helping to support them out of 
their own means.



2. Charity is distinct from affection
“I pointed out in the chapter on Forgiveness that our love 
for ourselves does not mean that we like ourselves. It means 
that we wish our own good. In the same way Christian Love 
(or Charity) for our neighbours is quite a different thing 
from liking or affection”



The Parable of the Good Samaritan
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of 
his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A 
priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man 
on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 
The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’



(a) Affection can aid charity
“Natural liking or affection for people makes it easier to 
be “charitable” towards them. It is, therefore, normally a 
duty to encourage our affections – to “like” people as much 
as we can (just as it is often our duty to encourage our 
liking for exercise or wholesome food) – not because this 
liking is itself the virtue of charity, but because it is a 
help to it”



(b) However, affection can be an obstacle to charity
“…it is also necessary to keep a very sharp look-out for 
fear our liking for some one person makes us uncharitable, 
or even unfair, to someone else. There are even cases where 
our liking conflicts with our charity towards the person we 
like. For example, a doting mother may be tempted by natural 
affection to ‘spoil’ her child; that is, to gratify her own 
affectionate impulses at the expense of the child’s real 
happiness later on”



Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

9 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them 
power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure 
diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of 
God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them: “Take nothing for 
the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra 
shirt. 4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you 
leave that town. 5 If people do not welcome you, leave their 
town and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against 
them.” 6 So they set out and went from village to village, 
proclaiming the good news and healing people everywhere.



3. Feelings and actions are separate, but related
(a) Acts of charity nurture affection

“The rule for all of us is perfectly simple. Do not waste 
time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbour; act as if 
you did… When you are behaving as if you loved someone, you 
will presently come to love him”



3. Feelings and actions are separate, but related - motivation

Our motivation will affect the result:

(i) Expecting Gratitude 

“If you do him a good turn, not to please God and obey the law of 
charity, but to show him what a fine forgiving chap you are, and to put 
him in your debt, and then sit down to wait for his ‘gratitude,’ you 
will probably be disappointed….”

(ii) Loving another “self”

“But whenever we do good to another self, just because it is a self, 
made (like us) by God, and desiring its own happiness as we desire 
ours, we shall have learned to love it a little more or, at least, to 
dislike it less”



3. Feelings and actions are separate, but related - hate
(b) Acts of hate nurture hate

“This same spiritual law works terribly in the opposite 
direction. The Germans, perhaps, at first ill-treated the 
Jews because they hated them: afterwards they hated them 
much more because they had ill-treated them. The more cruel 
you are, the more you will hate; and the more you hate, the 
more cruel you will become-and so on in a vicious circle for 
ever”



Sell everything you have and give to the poor
18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20 You 
know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall 
not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’”

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.”

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus 
looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 
Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”



4. Acts of love and hate have compound interest
“Good and evil both increase at compound interest. That is 
why the little decisions you and I make every day are of 
such infinite importance. The smallest good act today is the 
capture of a strategic point from which, a few months later, 
you may be able to go on to victories you never dreamed of. 
An apparently trivial indulgence in lust or anger today is 
the loss of a ridge or railway line or bridgehead from which 
the enemy may launch an attack otherwise impossible”



5. What should we do if we don’t love God?
(a) Do it anyway

“[People] are told they ought to love God. They cannot find 
any such feeling in themselves. What are they to do? The 
answer is the same as before. Act as if you did. Do not sit 
trying to manufacture feelings. Ask yourself, ‘If I were 
sure that I loved God, what would I do?’ When you have found 
the answer, go and do it”



5. What should we do if we don’t love God?
(b) God does not mainly care about feelings, but our will

“Nobody can always have devout feelings: and even if we could, feelings 
are not what God principally cares about. Christian Love, either 
towards God or towards man, is an affair of the will. If we are trying 
to do His will we are obeying the commandment, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God.” He will give us feelings of love if He pleases. We 
cannot create them for ourselves, and we must not demand them as a 
right. But the great thing to remember is that, though our feelings 
come and go, His love for us does not. It is not wearied by our sins, 
or our indifference; and, therefore, it is quite relentless in its 
determination that we shall be cured of those sins, at whatever cost to 
us, at whatever cost to Him”



The Widow’s Offering
Luke 21:1-4

21 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor widow put in 
two very small copper coins. 3 “Truly I tell you,” he said, 
“this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All 
these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she 
out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”



Discussion Questions
1. What is “charity”?

2. How is charity related to and distinct from affection?

3. Why does Jack say that love and hate have “compound 
interest”?

4. What should we do if we don’t have feelings of love towards 
God? Why?


