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The great sin - CS Lewis 

7:15 Worship - city on your kneel 

7:30 Hannah Liang  

8:00 Listen Proud People 

8:30 Plan for next week 



Book III. Christian Behaviour
1. The Three Parts of Morality  
2. The "Cardinal Virtues"
3. Social Morality 
4. Morality and Psychoanalysis 
5. Sexual Morality
6. Christian Marriage 
7. Forgiveness

8. The Great Sin 
9. Charity
10. Hope 
11. Faith 
12. Faith



Verses, so it is serious.  
The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: 
They will not go unpunished. (Proverbs 16:5 NIV)

The devil laughs. He is perfectly content to see you 
becoming chaste and brave and self-controlled provided, all 
the time, he is setting up in you the Dictatorship of 
Pride-just as he would be quite content to see your 
chilblains cured if he was allowed, in return, to give you 
cancer. For Pride is spiritual cancer: it eats up the very 
possibility of love, or contentment, or even common sense.



Reading #1 no one is free 
Today I come to that part of Christian morals where they differ most 
sharply from all other morals. There is one vice of which no man in the 
world is free; which every one in the world loathes when he sees it in 
someone else; and of which hardly any people, except Christians, ever 
imagine that they are guilty themselves. I have heard people admit that 
they are bad-tempered, or that they cannot keep their heads about girls 
or drink, or even that they are cowards. I do not think I have ever 
heard anyone who was not a Christian accuse himself of this vice. And 
at the same time I have very seldom met anyone, who was not a 
Christian, who showed the slightest mercy to it in others. There is no 
fault which makes a man more unpopular, and no fault which We are more 
unconscious of in ourselves. And the more we have it ourselves, the 
more we dislike it in others.



Pride led to downfall 
But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was 
unfaithful to the LORD his God, and entered the temple of the LORD to 
burn incense on the altar of incense. (2 Chronicles 26:16 NIV)

Uzziah, who had a censer in his hand ready to burn incense, became 
angry. While he was raging at the priests in their presence before the 
incense altar in the LORD ’s temple, leprosy  broke out on his 
forehead. (2 Chronicles 26:19 NIV)

King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died. He lived in a separate 
house  —leprous, and banned from the temple of the LORD . Jotham his 
son had charge of the palace and governed the people of the land. (2 
Chronicles 26:21 NIV)



Reading #2 Being big nose at the party
The point is that each person's pride is in competition with every one 
else's pride. It is because I wanted to be the big noise at the party 
that I am so annoyed at someone else being the big noise. Two of a 
trade never agree. Now what you want to get clear is that Pride is 
essentially competitive—is competitive by its very nature—while the 
other vices are competitive only, so to speak, by accident. Pride gets 
no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than 
the next man. We say that people are proud of being rich, or clever, or 
good-looking, but they are not. They are proud of being richer, or 
cleverer, or better-looking than others. If every one else became 
equally rich, or clever, or good-looking there would be nothing to be 
proud about. It is the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of 
being above the rest.



The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself 
and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.’13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would 
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’



Reading #3 Christian shall not be proud.  
In God you come up against something which is in every respect 
immeasurably superior to yourself. Unless you know God as that-and, 
therefore, know yourself as nothing in comparison- you do not know God 
at all. As long as you are proud you cannot know God. A proud man is 
always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as 
you are looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.

Luckily, we have a test Whenever we find that our religious life is 
making us feel that we are good-above all, that we are better than 
someone else-I think we may be sure that we are being acted on, not by 
God, but by the devil The real test of being in the presence of God is 
that you either forget about yourself altogether or see yourself as a 
small, dirty object. It is better to forget about yourself altogether.



The Joy is mine
You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the 
Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ The bride belongs to the 
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and 
listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the 
bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now 
complete. He must become greater; I must become less.” 

(John 3:28-30 NIV)



some possible misunderstandings
(1) Pleasure in being praised is not Pride. 

(2) We say in English that a man is "proud" of his son, or 
his father, or his school, or .

(3) Pride is not for God’s benefit but mine. 

(4) He (real humble person) will not be thinking about 
humility: he will not be thinking about himself at all.



Reading #4 the first step 
If anyone would like to acquire humility, I can, I think, 
tell him the first step. The first step is to realise that 
one is proud. And a biggish step, too. At least, nothing 
whatever can be done before it. If you think you are not 
conceited, it means you are very conceited indeed.



Walking on the root
Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal 
palace of Babylon, he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built 
as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my 
majesty?” 

 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is 
what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has 
been taken from you. You will be driven away from people and will live 
with the wild animals; you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will 
pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign 
over all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.” 

(Daniel 4:29-32 NIV)



Raise eyes toward heaven
At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my 
sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who 
lives forever.  His dominion is an eternal dominion;  his kingdom endures from 
generation to generation.  All the peoples of the earth  are regarded as nothing. He 
does as he pleases  with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth.  No one 
can hold back his hand  or say to him: “What have you done?” 

 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to 
me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was 
restored to my throne and became even greater than before. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right 
and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

(Daniel 4:34-37 NIV)



Discussion 
Do you think the pride is a serious issue? 

Are you consider yourself a proud person? 

What are you proud of? 

How do you take care of pride? 


